
( + ( c j1"~--r~ 
~"0-

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
4 

NATI O N A L HE ADQ UARTERS 

W AS H INGTO N . D . C. 

October 5, 1944 

Mr. Trun<:l.n K. Gibson 
Civilir:1n Aide to the Secretary of the Army 
vrar De;J'1rtment 
Pente.~on Buiiding 
1.ashinstcm, D. C. 

Dear Nlr. Gibson: 

Enclosed is a co::Yy of lett0r vhich a Negro "'oldier i'1 Rome,Italy 
has written to his wife . Inarmuch e.p reference is made to reoresentatives 
of the Army being a party to thi:: discriminatory ex-:Jerience, I thour:ht you 
might want to discuss it with some of the ton oen"JlP in y;ur set-uu. 

Vrrv truly yours, 

Administrator 
General Services 

encl. 



QQEX 

A letter from 
Department . 

a soldier i n Home Italy to hi s wife , who works in the War 

My Dearest~--------

Italy 
9-17-Lt4 

All my life, I've been hustling nickels and dimes to cont.ribute to the 
Red Cross . E.very since I can remember, in school and in church, I ' ve 
scuffled to bclone to the various P.ed Cross enterprises . 

You 're forever telling me abo ·~t workinij f or t.he u.s.a. - cont ributing to 
the Hed Cross . • • • • , I don 1 t belie-je that anything you could do would 
make me any more angry thrtt to hear of you giving another penny, or spending 
another minute at a u.s.a. club. 

The frenchmen whom the American Army fought. against i n North Africa , the 
same frenclunen who haw~ been res ;1onsi ble for the killing of American soldiers 
have access to all the facili ties of t he American Red Cross . The Italians 
who before they were conquered, were Allies of the Gernans , and who have 
been res,1onsible for the taking of thousands of American lines--these soldiers , 
provided they are wearin; t ne Americ~:m uniform have access to a.ll the facilities 
of the Ameriean Red Cros s . This snme or ga!li zation, to vv~ose benefits the 
Negro has contributed, stands aolidl y on i ts feet , and bluntly tell s the 
American born Negro soldier that -- "We have a regulation t hat does not in­
clude Negroes in our program . " I have found that one of t he most insufferable 
fates that can hapt)en , i s to be born an American Negro. 

A .fellow from the 15th air force came to a dance that the Ped Cros:> was giving- ­
he and another soldi er and their two girls friends . He was dancin!", with the 
girl when a white soldier tapped hi m. Of course, being more democratic than 
the :?Olicy of the Hed Cross , he permitted t.he fellow to ctance with his girl. 
In the mean-r,ime , he ta1)S another soldier, who is dancing with 11 Red Cross 
worker . She refuses to de.nce 'Yith him, so he taps another couple . This 
soldier, who ifl Wllite , eives him the rest of the dance . Hi s ;nl.rtner happens 
to be ano7,her It'l.lien girl. J'.fter tlwt dance is over, the i\ed Cross hostess 
maker:1 it a point to come to him und tell him publicly thfit Negroes aren 1 t 
allowed to dance at tho American Red Cross . So thP fellows , along with their 
eirl friends , leave the club. On tr1ei r way out, they see who happens 
to be on duty then . They tell him nbout it . comes back 'lnd re_:)orts it 
to our Sgt . who goes to see the director of -uhe Red Cross. I t no hc> ppens that 
one of the f i eld directors , a na j or happens to be t here . 'l'he director says 
tlmt there i s segregRtion betwee.1 races st the ARC and furthermore , he can't 
do anything about it . 

The remarkable thing about the situation is, there is little or no fricti on 
between Negro ;mel white soldiGrs over here . 

Every day, you read in the papers Ei.bout the war being fought for the liberav~on 
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of subjugated people. Yet, the soldiers over here fighting for thfJt purpose 
are subjugated . It' s farce , __ • And the deplorBbl e thing about it i s thAt 
nothing can be done about it . You can ' t appeal to thPir reason, because they 
have none where this issue is concerned . 

Now, we are in a position to create a ll stink11 about t hi s affai r , but t hEt 
would solve nothing . Because it has be£m proven th,lt violence has never solved 
anyt hing in the past . 

Yesterday, a fellow· who came to the detachment f rom the camp where we were , 
said thRt a staff sgt . in my company had b~en ;Jresent ed with a chicken as a 
medal for having shot and killed an rab while on duty . The present ati on 
was made at a forraal ceremony by a colonelt The Company Commander said that 
for every man in his company who killed an Arab, he would present him with a 
nive tender young frying chi cken . Can you think of anything more preposterous-­
more imbecilic? I can't . I f it had been me , and a general wer e making the 
presentation, I would have refused it, e1;en if it had meant the guard-house. 
'rhere are sone t hings that a ~ cannot tolerate , no matter what the conse­
quences. 

The evening of the Red Cross incident, __ and I happFmed t.o be there . In­
cidentally, it is the r>econd time that we had been there since we 've been here . 
Both tiliies, we V"'ellt to see a heel Cross worker , who wanted us to s ing on one of 
her programs . I hope that I will be stricken dumb, and that my tongue will 
cling to the roof of my mouth forevertl - --if I so much us walk out on the stage 
of that Red Cross . 

It's not tl:mt the guys over here are dying to dance at a Red Cross . It is 
the principle that we are American soldiers , and have contributed just as much, 
proportionately to the .American Red Cross . And b'tJ the same principles should 
be allowed to enjoy the pri vileges . But we are born black, unf ortune.tely t 1 

____ , we didn't ask to parti cipate in this damn war--but since we wer e 
called on to do our prrt , we do it willingl y , and to the best of our ability. 
But at the same time , 'VP fee). tJ:l';t we should have access to the snme recrea­
tional facilities . Haven't we left our homes and fe.mili es?--haven't we inter­
rupted our educations, and made the snme :31iCrifices thnt other soldiers have 
made? Have we not left wives , wnom we love; and being nenr to them--i s that 
not just as im1Jortant to us as it is to the next soldier? Do v-·e not di e on 
the battle- field, fighting for the smne cause as the white soldier? Are we 
not subj ected to the same laws as are the white soldiers?--and the same punish­
ment? And lastly, should we not be accorded thP same rights and privileges as 
th6 American of Japanese Ancestryt ? , 

We should be, but we were unfortunate enough to be born with dark skins , just 
a shade darker than the Japs .--And every time you pick up a paper you read about 
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democracy . I' m inclined t o believe that there i s a di fferent interpretation 
of democracy for every race . As must be necessary through our exper iences , 
ours is certainly different from that of the white man . To us, it mea_TJ.s denial, 
subjugation, persecution t To ,him, it means freedom l and a right to live and 
enjoy life as he sees fit . 

Someday, ____ , and I hope that I may live to see it; through the i ntervention 
of the Grace of God, there will be a change . Beceuse , I know, and believe, 
that a just Goc.l will not continue to tolerate these things . I know that some 
day He wi.ll clear this world of the stink a.nd f ilth of rnce hatred . 

All my love, 

II 


	11133-2011-001-pr
	11133-2011-002-pr
	11133-2011-003-pr

